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Section 1 - Registrant’s Business and Operations

Item 1.01. Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.

Amendment to Merck Agreement

On January 14, 2019, BioProtection Systems Corporation, or BPS, a wholly owned subsidiary of NewLink Genetics Corporation (together, “we”, “our” or the
“Company”) and Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp, or Merck, entered into an amendment, or the Merck Amendment, to the License and Collaboration Agreement
between BPS and Merck dated November 21, 2014, as amended, or the Collaboration Agreement. The Merck Amendment clarifies and expands the field of
use to include the development and use of the licensed rights in the field of prevention and prophylaxis against and treatment of Ebola in non-human
primates.

The foregoing description of the Merck Amendment is not complete and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the full text of the agreement, a copy of
which will be filed with the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2018, portions of which may be subject to a
FOIA Confidential Treatment Request to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to Rule 24-b under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended. Any omitted material will be included in the request for confidential treatment.
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